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Approach to the death in early childhood education
Analysis of the view of "Death" of the students majoring in early child care and
education through a digital picture-card show

Ikko TAKAHASHI (School of Motivation and Behavioral Sciences, Tokyo Future University)

In this study, the author aimed to consider the teaching style of “death” to the children, and the early child care
and education major students’ own ‘references to death,” through watching the digital picture-card show on the
theme of “death.” The contents of the students’ the free description after watching a digital picture-card show were
analyzed. And the concern about death education of the students who contribute to the early childhood education
field in the future was also examined. As a result, the students majoring in early child care and education are
interested in “teaching death.” In addition, these students, who described “the necessity of death education” on their
free description, had a tendency using the words about the necessity for the experience of “death and life” for early
childhood education. Furthermore, the students who showed “sympathy to a child” had a tendency using sympathy
words which accept a child’s feeling. Thus, this study shows the possibility that confronting “death” in childcare

situation makes the students give the motivation to “teaching death” to the children.

Keywords : teaching death, digital picture-card show, free description, quantitative text analysis
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