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STUDY EXPECTATIONS OF COACHES, PARENTS, AND RARENT GROUPS (CHEER GROUPS)
BY CHILDREN PLAYING BASKETBALL

:FOR ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) AND REALIZING
“CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN SPORTS PRINCIPLES”

TOGO ETSUKO (Tokyo Future University)
IUME YUMIKO (Tokyo Future University)
OHASHI, M, MEGUMI (Tokyo Future University)

“Children’s Rights in Sports Principles” were described by UNICEF and Japan Committee for UNICEF to advocate
the significance of a child-centered sports environment in 2018. This study investigated children’s opinions on their
human environment that included coaches, parents, and parent groups (cheer groups). Moreover, the content of
children’s descriptions was examined to develop a child-centered sports environment. Participants were elementary
and junior high school students (n=332) attending private basketball clubs around the Kanto region. The contents
of their free descriptions were analyzed using the KJ method and classified into 29 minor categories and 9 middle
categories. Children expected the parent groups (cheering groups) to give “mental support” such as warm cheer and
“support for smooth team operation.” They expected parents to provide “mental support” and “physical support,”
and expected mainly the coaches to give “concrete advice and well-designed training methods” as well as “physical
support.” What children did not expect of adults were classified into 41 minor categories and 11 middle categories.
These included “being too enthusiastic about the games” and “negative attitudes and behaviors” towards parent
groups, “excessive interference” and “negative attitudes and behaviors” towards parents, and “dissatisfaction with
training contents” as well as “violent language and violence” towards coaches. The need for a receptive environment
that includes warm cheers and an interactive sports environment is discussed based on these results.

Key Words : bench-harassment, sport-parenting, SDGs, Children’s Rights in Sports Principles
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