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Uncertainty in educational practice at a private correspondence high school and the
lives and characteristics of teachers who respond to it: a combination of life story
research method and KJ method

ISHIKURA Atsushi (Tokyo Future University)

NIIKAWA Yoko (International Institute for Integrative Sleep Medicine (WPI-IIS), University of Tsukuba
Medical Corporation Nobisuko, Hanzomon Nobisuko Children’s Clinic)

NONAKA Shunsuke (Musashino University)

The purpose of this study was to examine the process by which teachers at a correspondence high school
promoting alternative practices and reasonable accommodation have acquired the foundation to tackle highly
uncertain practices, and to examine the uncertain situations and teachers' perceptions. The teachers' backgrounds
were examined using life story research method based on the recordings of semi-structured interviews with two
teachers at a private correspondence high school. The uncertain situations and teachers' perceptions were examined
using the KJ method based on the recordings. Teachers are attracted to situations of alternative practices and
reasonable accommodation, and have specialized knowledge useful in their schools. In regards to the situation and
awareness of uncertainty, while there are still difficulties in alternative practices and reasonable accommodation,
teachers have attempted to "adapt to the students in front of them" and "be together,” and through "mutual
assistance between teachers," they have advanced to "realize valuable relationships" with students and teachers,
which has become an "alternative school culture" where the learning of each individual is valued. These reflective
practices show that teachers are finding their own wisdom in uncertain and ambiguous situations, dispelling anxiety
about uncertainty and changing their perceptions.

Keywords: correspondence high school; intolerance of uncertainty; life story research method; KJ method

—2024.10.21 3k, 2025.1.10 ZH—

24 Annual Report 2025



